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Oh January 9, 1979, History was made when the General Assembly Hall of the 
United Nations became the stage for a star-studded gathering of some of the biggest 
names in popular music. THE MUSIC FOR UNICEF Concert featured entertainers who 
came together, not only to celebrate 1979 as the International Year of the Child, but to 
launch a far-reaching fund-raising concept. 

“A Gift of Song—The MUSIC FOR UNICEF Concert” is the official record of the 
event, and it captures the emotions of peace, love and understanding which dominated 
the very special evening. This was a concert with a purpose, designed to provide food, 
health care, shelter and education for the children in greatest need in 100 developing 
countries around the globe. The performers involved donated a copyright or the royalties 
from a song to benefit UNICEF, hoping to further the organization's vital work while 
inspiring others to do the same. 

The MUSIC FOR UNICEF Concert was televised internationally, beamed out to 
some 70 countries. It was a stirring attempt by all involved to fulfill music’ promise as a 
universal language of brotherhood and compassion. The donated songs and this 
commemorative album itself will provide substantial financial support for UNICEF's 
work for the children of the world. This album is dedicated to them. 
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Whereas, in the spirit of international cooperation 
and brotherhood, The United Nations has declared 

1979 to be officially recognized as 
The International Year ofthe Child, 

to create awareness of the needs of children around the world,and 
enact ena | 

Whereas, the U.S. Committee for UNICEF working with UNICEF to 

celebrate the International Year of the Child, has chosen 

A GIFT OF SONG: THE MUSIC FOR UNICEF CONCERT 
to inaugurate the event, and 

¢—_—__—3 
Whereas, the collective gifts of song in the form of musical compositions 
being performed and donated tonight by the mustcal artists of the world 
represent a significant and meaningful contribution to the welfare of 

the children of the world, 

ees 

We, the undersigned, hereby dedicate our intent to amplify the under 

standing and awareness of the needs of children throughout the world 
by our deeded gifts tonight 
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Excerpts from speeches made at “A Gift of Song The Concert for UNICEF on January 9 19/9 

The United Nations has designated 1979 as the 
International Year of the Child; it is therefore, particu- 

larly appropriate that we should begin it with this 
concert which launches the idea of “MUSIC FOR 

UNICEF.” The proceeds of the concert and of the songs 

which the participating artists have donated are going to 

the United Nations Children’s Fund and will be used to 

help millions of poor and suffering children all over the 

world. It isa cause which has the wholehearted support 

and sympathy of all of us and | wish to express our 
gratitude to those who serve it in practical ways. 

KURT WALDHEIM 
Secretary General, 
United Nations 

UNICEF's task is to help bring better lives to 
children in more than 100 countries. Your compassion 

and generosity will enable us to doa lot more. Your 
__ gifts of songs and music will help provide health care, 

clean drinking water, better nutrition and education to 

countless numbers of deprived children in this world. 
| hope your fine example will inspire many others to help 
in this important work. — | | 

This marvelous concert has truly been an evening 

of joy, of love and of sharing. And on behalf of the 
children of the world | would like to thank you from the 

bottom of my heart. 

HENRY LABOUISSE | 
- Executive Director 

United Nations Children’s Fund 






